
Kristina A. Holzweiss -                    
Digital Textbooks

ASSIGNMENTS ASSESSMENTS STANDARDS SEAT TIME
Week 1 
Essential Questions: What are the 
advantages to using a digital 
textbook in the classroom?
Outcome/Goal: Create a common 
base of understanding the strengths 
of digital textbooks versus print 
textbooks.

Objective 1:  The participants will be 
able to reflect on the proposed future
obsoleteness of print media.

 

Read the short 
story "The Fun Th
Had" by Isaac 
Asimov.  Write a 
reflection and pos
it in the discussion
area.  Make a 
comment on 
another 
participant's 
reflection.

ey 

t 
 

The participants
will successfully 
post their 
reflection.  They
will make a 
meaningful 
comment about 
another reflectio

 

 

n.

ELA Standard
Language for 
Literary Respon
and Expression
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for litera
response and 
expression.  
Information 
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 4:  
Pursue persona
and aesthetic 
growth.    

 2: 

se 
.
ad, 
d 
ry 

 
ury 

l 

40 minutes



Objective 2: The participants will be 
able to analyze the current literature
about digital media.

 

Read and 
summarize an 
article (list to be 
provided).  Reflect
on 3 important 
points that you 
learned from the 
article that you ca
apply to your own
lessons.  Post you
reflection in the 
discussion area.  
Make a comment 
another 
participant's 
reflection.

 

n 
 
r 

on 

The participants
will reflect on 3 
points, and show
connection to th
own classroom. 
They will 
successfully pos
their reflection. 
They will make a
meaningful 
comment about 
another reflectio

  

 a 
eir 
 

t 
 
 

n.

ELA Standard
Language for 
Information an
Understanding.
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for 
information and
understanding.
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.  
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d 
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40 minutes



Objective 3:  The participants will be 
able to determine the essential parts
of a digital textbook.

 

Visit an online 
digital textbook 
(link to be 
determined).  Wha
are the essential 
components of a 
digital textbook?  
How do you plan t
use your digital 
textbook in the 
classroom?  What 
problems do you 
think you might 
face?

t 

o 

The participants
will connect the 
digital textbook 
their curriculum
and grade level.
The participants
will explain their
concerns, while 
connecting their
reflection to the
classroom.

  

to 
 
  
 
 

 
ir 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.     
Standard 5:  
Students will a
technological 
knowledge and
skills to design,
construct, use,
evaluate produ
and systems to
satisfy human a
environmental 
needs.   
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.
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30 minutes



Week 2
Essential Questions:  How will you 
use TrackStar to create your own 
digital textbook?

Outcome/Goal:  Learn how to 
navigate the TrackStar environment.



Objective 1:  The participants will be 
able to demonstrate their ability to 
navigate a Track.

Visit a Track (to b
determined) and 
complete the 
activities indicated

e 

.

The participants
will visit a Track
read the 
information, 
answer the 
questions, and 
submit their 
correct answers 
an attachment.

 
, 
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ELA Standard
Language for 
Information an
Understanding.
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for 
information and
understanding.
MST Standard
Students will a
technological 
knowledge and
skills to design,
construct, use,
evaluate produ
and systems to
satisfy human a
environmental 
needs.    
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.
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30 minutes



Objective 2:  The participants will be 
able to evaluate the effectiveness of 
Track.

a 

Determine how th
activities in the 
Track satisfy or do
not satisfy Bloom'
Taxonomy of 
Learning.

e 

 
s 

The participants
will evaluate the
merit of a Track
through Bloom's
Taxonomy.  The
will explain whic
levels of Bloom's
taxonomy the 
Track addresses
They will submit
their analysis as
an attachment.

 
 
 
 
y 
h 
 

.  
 
 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.  
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 2:  
Draw conclusio
make informed
decisions, apply
knowledge to n
situations, and 
create new 
knowledge.

 3: 
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30 minutes

Week 3
Essential Questions:  What is the 
focus of your Track?
Outcome/Goal:  Define a focus for 
your Track, and determine the 
student outcomes.



p

g

Objective 1:  The participants will 
develop a focus for their Track.  

Visit other Tracks 
related to your to
to determine whic
elements you can 
incorporate into 
your unique Track
Make a list of 3 
related Tracks, an
comment on them
Post a description 
your unique Track
in the discussion 
area, and commen
on another 
participant's 
description.

ic 
h 

.  

d 
.  
of 
 

t 

The participants
will find 3 relate
Tracks and subm
their opinion abo
each of them.  T
participants will 
develop an idea 
their own Track 
and successfully
post it.  The 
participants will 
make a meanin
comment about 
another 
description.

 
d 
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ut 
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ful 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.      
MST Standard
Students will a
technological 
knowledge and
skills to design,
construct, use,
evaluate produ
and systems to
satisfy human a
environmental 
needs.   
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.

 3: 

 
.
ad, 
d 
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60 minutes



Objective 2:  The participants will be 
able to determine the objectives for 
their Track.

Make a list of 
student outcomes
What should all 
students learn from
your Track?  

.  

 

The participants
will create a list 
5 outcomes that
students should 
learn from the 
Track.  They wil
submit their wor
as an attachmen

 
of 
 all 

l 
k 
t.

ELA Standard
Language for 
Information an
Understanding.
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for 
information and
understanding.
ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation. 
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d 
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30 minutes



Objective 3:  The participants will be 
able to determine the objectives for 
their Track.

Make a list of 
student outcomes
What challenging 
information should
your above averag
students learn?

.  

 
e 

The participants
will create a list 
2 - 3 student 
outcomes that 
above average 
students should 
learn from the 
Track.  They wil
submit their wor
as an attachmen

 
of 

l 
k 
t.

ELA Standard
Language for 
Information an
Understanding.
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for 
information and
understanding.
ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.   
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 2:  
Draw conclusio
make informed
decisions, apply
knowledge to n
situations, and 
create new 
knowledge.
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ad, 
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20 minutes



Week 4
Essential Questions:  How can we 
incorporate a variety of Web sites and 
multimedia into a unit for our 
students?



Outcome:  Find reputable sites 
related to the topic of focus.

*Note: Instructor 
provides a list of 
"best places" to fin
useful sites and 
resources.

d 

The participants
will create a 
preliminary 
annotated list of
10 sites that the
may use for the
Track.  They wil
submit their wor
as an attachmen

 

 
y 
ir 
l 
k 
t.

ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.     
Standard 5:  
Students will a
technological 
knowledge and
skills to design,
construct, use,
evaluate produ
and systems to
satisfy human a
environmental 
needs.   
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.

 3: 

 
.
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d 
l 

MST 

pply 
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60 minutes



Objective 1:  The participants will be 
able to find resources for minimal 
understanding of the topic of focus.

Make a list of 3 
sites, and 3 
questions for each
site.  All students 
should be able to 
complete these 
tasks for minimal 
understanding.

 

The participants
will create a list 
3 sites and 3 
questions for ea
site.  Each site a
question must 
satisfy a student
outcome describ
in week 3.  The 
participants may
modify their 
objectives, as th
digital textbook 
a work in progre
They will submit
their work as an
attachment.

 
of 

ch 
nd 

 
ed 

 

is 
is 
ss. 
 
 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Information an
Understanding.
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for 
information and
understanding.
ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.      
MST Standard
Students will a
technological 
knowledge and
skills to design,
construct, use,
evaluate produ
and systems to
satisfy human a
environmental 
needs.

 1: 

d 

ad, 
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 3: 
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Objective 2:  The participants will be 
able to find resources for average 
understanding of the topic of focus.

Make a list of 2 
additional sites, an
2 questions for ea
site.  Average 
students should be
able to complete 
these additional 
tasks for standard
understanding.

d 
ch 

 

 

The participants
will create a list 
2 sites and 2 
questions for ea
site.  Each site a
question must 
satsify a student
outcome describ
in week 3.  The 
participants may
modify their 
objectives, as th
digital textbook 
a work in progre
They will submit
their work as an
attachment.

 
of 

ch 
nd 

 
ed 

 

is 
is 
ss. 
 
 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Information an
Understanding.
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for 
information and
understanding.
ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.    M
Standard 5:  
Students will a
technological 
knowledge and
skills to design,
construct, use,
evaluate produ
and systems to
satisfy human a
environmental 
needs.

 1: 
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ad, 
d 

 
    
 3: 
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Objective 3:  The participants will be 
able to find resources for above 
average understanding of the topic o
focus.

f 

Make a list of 1 
additional site, an
2 questions for thi
site.  Above 
average students 
should be able to 
complete this 
additional tasks fo
above average 
understanding.

d 
s 

r 

The participants
will create a list 
1 site and 2 
questions for thi
site.  Each site a
question must 
satisfy a student
outcome describ
in week 3.  The 
participants may
modify their 
objectives, as th
digital textbook 
a work in progre
They will submit
their work as an
attachment.

 
of 

s 
nd 

 
ed 

 

is 
is 
ss. 
 
 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Information an
Understanding.
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for 
information and
understanding.
ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.    M
Standard 5:  
Students will a
technological 
knowledge and
skills to design,
construct, use,
evaluate produ
and systems to
satisfy human a
environmental 
needs.   
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for

 1: 
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25 minutes



Objective 3:  The participants will be 
able to use TrackStar to create their 
digital textbooks.

Use the sites you 
have found, and th
questions you hav
written to create a
digital textbook.  
Visit the online 
tutorial to learn 
about how to use 
TrackStar: 
http://trackstar.4t
achers.org/trackst
/help/tutorial/main
jsp

e 
e 
 

e
ar
.

The participants
will successfully 
create a digital 
textbook using 
TrackStar.

 

MST Standard
Students will a
technological 
knowledge and
skills to design,
construct, use,
evaluate produ
and systems to
satisfy human a
environmental 
needs.   
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.

 5:  
pply 

 
 
 and
cts 
 
nd 

 
ury 
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120 minutes

Week 5
Essential Questions:  How can we use 
print to complement our digital 
textbook?
Outcome:  Create worksheets to 
complete this TrackStar unit.



Objective 1:  The participants will be 
able to assess their students' prior 
knowledge before using the digital 
textbook.

Create an 
anticipation guide 
or knowledge 
survey of 10 
statements relatin
to all of the tasks 
the Track.  *Note 
examples will be 
provided.

g 
of 
- 

The participants
will create an 
anticipation surv
of 10 statement
that are directly
related to the 
outcomes 
described in wee
3.  The 
participants may
modify their 
objectives, as th
digital textbook 
a work in progre
They will submit
their work as an
attachment.

 

ey 
s 
 

k 

 

is 
is 
ss. 
 
 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Social Interacti
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for socia
interaction.  
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 2:  
Draw conclusio
make informed
decisions, apply
knowledge to n
situations, and 
create new 
knowledge.

 4: 

on.
ad, 
d 
l 

 
ury 

ns, 
 
 
ew 

30 minutes



Objective 2:  The participants will be 
able to provide support for their 
students.

Create a graphic 
organizer or a cha
for the students to
organize the 
information that 
they learned.   
*Note - examples 
will be provided.

rt 
 

The participants
will create a 
graphic organize
with at least 5 
spaces for 
students to write
in.  This must be
directly related t
the outcomes 
described in wee
3.  The 
participants may
modify their 
objectives, as th
is a work in 
progress.  They 
will submit their
work as an 
attachment.

 

r 

 
 
o 

k 

 

is 

 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Information an
Understanding.
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for 
information and
understanding.

 1: 

d 

ad, 
d 

 
  

30 minutes



Objective 3:  The participants will be 
able to assess what their students 
have learned from the Track. 

Create a quiz base
on the Track to 
determine the 
students' level of 
achievemet 
(minimal, average
and above 
average).       
*Note - examples 
will be provided.

d 

, 

The participants
will create a 10 
question quiz 
(multiple choice
fill-ins, matching
or true and false
that is directly 
related to the 
outcomes 
described in wee
3.  The 
participants may
modify their 
objectives, as th
is a work in 
progress.  They 
will submit their
work as an 
attachment.

 

, 
, 
) 

k 

 

is 

 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Information an
Understanding.
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for 
information and
understanding.
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 2:  
Draw conclusio
make informed
decisions, apply
knowledge to n
situations, and 
create new 
knowledge.

 1: 

d 

ad, 
d 

 
  

 
ury 

ns, 
 
 
ew 

45 minutes

Week 6
Essential Questions:  How can you 
justify using a digital textbook in your 
classroom?

Outcome:  Show how a digital 
textbook supports student learning.



Objective 1:  The participants will be 
able to demonstrate the validity of 
their digital textbook.

Make a list of all 
content-area 
standards that are
addressed by your
digital textbook: 
http://www.emsc.
ysed.gov/ciai/pub
tandards.pdf

 
 

n
/s

The participants
will create a list 
content specific 
standards direct
related to the 
outcomes 
described in wee
3.  They will 
submit their wor
as an attachmen

 
of 

ly 

k 

k 
t.

ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.  
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.

 3: 
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ad, 
d 
l 
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20 minutes



Objective 2:  The participants will be 
able to demonstrate the validity of 
their digital textbook.

Since all digital 
textbooks require 
students to read, 
write, and use 
technology make 
sure to include 
standards for 
English language 
arts and 
technology: 
http://www.emsc.
ysed.gov/ciai/pub
tandards.pdf 

n
/s

The participants
will create a list 
at least 2 
additional 
standards, 1 in 
ELA and 1 in 
technology.  The
standards must 
directly related t
the outcomes 
described in wee
3.  They will 
submit their wor
as an attachmen

 
of 

 
be 
o 

k 

k 
t.

ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.   
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.

 3: 

 
.
ad, 
d 
l 

 
ury 

ain 

20 minutes



Objective 3:  The participants will be 
able to demonstrate the validity of 
their digital textbook.

Since all digital 
textbooks require 
students to find an
use information, 
make sure to 
include standards 
for information 
literacy:  
http://www.ala.or
ala/mgrps/divs/aa
/guidelinesandstan
ards/learningstand
rds/AASL_Learnin
Standards_2007.p

d 

g/
sl
d
a

g_
df

The participants
will create a list 
at least 1 
additional stand
in information 
literacy.  This 
standard must b
directly related t
the outcomes 
described in wee
3.  They will 
submit their wor
as an attachmen

 
of 
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e 
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k 
t.

ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.  
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.

 3: 

 
.
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20 minutes

Week 7
Essential Questions:  Have you 
successful completed a meaningful 
digital textbook?
Outcome:  Create a digital textbook 
that satisfies the requirements of the 
course.



Objective 1:  The participants will be 
able to evaluate their own work.

Evaluate your 
digital textbook 
according to the 
rubric provided.

The participants
will honestly rat
their digital 
textbook accord
to the rubric sca
They will post th
reflection in the 
discussion area.

 
e 

ing 
le.  
eir 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.  
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.

 3: 

 
.
ad, 
d 
l 
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30 minutes



Objective 2:  The participants will be 
able to use feedback from others.

Post the link to yo
digital textbook on
TrackStar to the 
discussion area.  
Participants make
constructive 
suggestions about
another digital 
textbook.

ur 
 

 

 

The participants
will successfully 
post their 
completed digita
textbook.  They 
will visit a digita
textbook of 
another 
participant, and 
post a meaningf
suggestion in th
discussion area.

 

l 

l 

ul 
e 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.    M
Standard 5:  
Students will a
technological 
knowledge and
skills to design,
construct, use,
evaluate produ
and systems to
satisfy human a
environmental 
needs.   
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 1:  
Inquire, think 
critically, and g
knowledge.

 3: 
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30 minutes



Objective 3:  The participants will be 
able to submit a completed digital 
textbook.

Modify your digita
textbook, as 
needed, using 
comments from 
other participants.
Submit your 
completed digital 
textbook.

l 

  

The participants
will make any 
necessary 
changes, and 
submit the final 
product.

 

ELA Standard
Language for 
Critical Analysis
and Evaluation
Students will re
write, listen, an
speak for critica
analysis and 
evaluation.      
MST Standard
Students will a
technological 
knowledge and
skills to design,
construct, use,
evaluate produ
and systems to
satisfy human a
environmental 
needs.   
Information 
Literacy 
Standards for
the 21st Cent
Learner 
Standard 3:  
Share knowledg
and participate
ethically and 
productively as
members of ou
democratic 

 3: 
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d 
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75 minutes
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